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England. They also once more attempted the
agency of bribery and corruption by means of Hansa
gold, to attain their ends. In vain. Embassies,
seductions, led to no result; not even a letter which
King Philip of Spain was induced to indite to his
wife, the Queen of England, on their behalf, could
modify by one iota the decision taken by the Privy
Council.

Despairing of a good result from these measures,
the League resolved to have recourse to its ancient
mode of exerting pressure upon obstinate peoples,
by threatening to break off all intercourse with them.
The measure was, however, likely to have brought
destruction to them in England; that it did not
was due to the circumstance that the towns were no
longer, as in past days, blindly obedient to the orders
issued by the Hanseatic Diet. The Hansa, issuing
such an order, forgot that they were no longer the
exclusive masters of the North and East

Such was the state of things when Queen Mary
died, and Elizabeth, the Virgin Queen, took into her
firm and able hands the reins of the English govern-
ment (1558). It is true that she gave a gracious
reception to the Hanseatic embassy that waited on
her in May, 1560; but between a gracious reception
and a confirmation of the ancient privileges of the
League the Hansa were to learn that there lay an
abyss she would never bridge over.

That the Hansa's power was effectually broken in
England ultimately was due to that queen and to her
wise statesman, Lord Burleigh.

It was soon felt by the nation at large that, with